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On the other hand, the German Emperor, who had
done everything in his power to encourage the Czar
in his policy of adventure in the Far East, now profited
by every occasion to poison the relations between Russia
and England. The ruler of Germany had long nourished
a plan for isolating England and regrouping the European
Powers 50 as to form an anti-English league on the
Continent. A similar grouping had been effected
temporarily in 1895, when Russia, France and Germany
joined in presenting an ultimatum to Japan after the
treaty of Slmonoseki. Emperor William was the soul
of this hybrid combination, in which France only
joined half-heartedly, Russia more or less unconsciously,
and from which England prudently withheld. This
combination had only a short life* but, nevertheless,
the dangerous points throughcut the entire length of the straits. The passage
of the Grand Belt was thus effected without confusion or accident, but im-
mediately after emerging from the straits an incident ensued which, happily,
entailed no serious consequences. The admiral, sighting some Norwegian
cargo-boats, mistook them for Japanese destroyers and fired several shots, with-
out, however, reaching them. I was therefore but little astonished when I
learned what had taken place a little later in the North Sea. Some time after-
wards I obtained the testimony of an eye-witness, a Danish bandmaster who
accompanied the admiral and who, after leaving the fleet at Tangier, had come
back to Copenhagen. I reported his testimony to my Government, which
refused to believe it and continued to give credit, against all the evidence, to
the version of Admiral Rojdestvensky.
Finally, the French Government, profiting by its close relations with Russia
as well as England, interposed its good offices, which led to the formation, in
conformity with the Hague Convention of 1899, of an investigating commission,
composed of French, American and Austrian delegates, who met at Paris under
the presidency of Admiral Fournier. The very able report of this commis-
sion, while verifying the error committed by Admiral Rojdestvensky, recog-
nized his good faith and exonerated him from all blame as far as concerned his
duty to humanity. Russia agreed, with good-will, to pay indemnity for the
damaged caused. It may safely be said that, thanks to the amicable character
infused by France into the labours of the commission, this painful difficulty
was settled, not only without further embittering the relations between Russia
and England, but in a manner predisposing the two nations towards greater
friendship ia the future.